This Inaugural Editorial attempts to provide some additional explanation (beside what is already in the documents at the JAGI website) on why this journal is started on this topic, at this moment, and in this way.
Beside the hardness of the problem, the emerging field of AGI must face the huge diversity among the existing projects, too. At the current time, AGI researchers not only disagree on the solutions to the problem, but also on what the problem exactly is. Consequently, there is little consensus on how to compare designs and to evaluate progress. There is no established authority in AGI, and researchers' fame earned in traditional AI (or Cognitive Science, etc.) does not fully guaranty the value of their opinions on AGI. To deal with this situation, this journal is designed to be more open and transparent, so as to provide a larger readership, to encourage a wider involvement from the research community, and to support a closer interaction among the authors, the reviewers, and the readers. The journal will not insist on a certain understanding of "intelligence" or "AGI", or on a set of topics and techniques. Instead, all theoretical and technical paths can be explored, though all the results will be critically checked and evaluated by the peer reviewers and community members. On the other hand, the journal does require the submissions to be clearly AGI-oriented (though "AGI" is interpreted broadly), which means papers prepared according to the guideline of conventional AI journals may not be acceptable by JAGI.
Given that AGI is still widely taken as "mission impossible", there must be many people who are skeptical about the credibility of this journal. This skepticism cannot be fully resolved by our premise and argument. Instead, it can only be answered by the concrete contributions of the authors, the editors, and the members of the AGI community. Since we already committed ourselves to this research, we will do our best to cultivate this infant journal and this young field.
In summary, the following is what makes JAGI special:
(1) It explicitly and exclusively focuses on AGI research.
(2) Its review process and criteria are designed to fit this focus. (3) It will be supported by the AGI community, and in turn play a key role in the growth of this research field.
